This collection of papers deals with specific aspects of the recent history of organ and cell transplantation. All are written by authors who have in some way or other participated in that history. Since organ transplantation is a multi-disciplinary endeavour, the authors\' professional affiliations range from immunology to paediatrics. Historians or social scientists are absent.

Topics covered vary from the transplantation of specific organs and tissues, like the kidney or pancreatic islets, to overarching themes such as the history of HLA and transplantation immunity and the history of ethical issues in transplantation. The individual papers have the character of survey papers on the existing scientific literature about their respective topics (though most not extending further back than the 1950s). Some of them contain respectable numbers of references, up to several hundred. There is no mention of any secondary literature from history or social science in any of the articles. The papers in many respects much resemble the introductory passages of scientific papers. They survey all the previous efforts at a procedure, for example, kidney transplantation or the identification of HLA tissue types, and interpret the literature on the background to the present state of the art on kidney transplants and HLA typing. There is not much information that has not been published elsewhere, either in other books of the same character or in articles (except maybe the chapter on the history of arm transplants, which is a very recent innovation). Some of the articles seem to be recycled. The advantage for the reader is having all the contributions conveniently gathered in one volume.

For historians of medicine the present book is less a contribution to the history of transplantation than a collection of sources. Because of their technical character the articles come in handy for the purpose of establishing a time-line of what was done when. The multitude of references alone is a goldmine for further research. Some articles also contain snippets of personal recollections, which could be useful starting points of oral history accounts. Some of the contributions, for example the one on brain death, are also interesting since they reflect the ideological commitments of leading transplant experts today. As a whole, the volume gives a good picture of how surgeons and scientists currently view the technical history of transplantation. A point of criticism is that there is no instruction as to the origin and possible interpretation of the intriguing title picture. It shows a crouched female figure in black metal. She seems to be offering her internal organs, in red, taken from her hollow abdomen, to the heavens. In the background are six drawings of different personalities, one of them probably Peter Medawar, another seems to depict Alexis Carrel. Here some more information would have been useful.

This book is an interesting starting point for anybody who wants to do research on the history of organ and cell transplantation.
